By the Lor d Pr ereclor. Hart Ft | 


F, 'Setting apart Tueſday the 23. of this preſent May for a publique day of Thankſgiving, tor the Peace 


concluded between this Commonwealth, and that of the United Provinces, and for the late ſealonable Rai. 


S==JHat this hath been a Nation of bleſſings in the midſt whereof ſo many wonders have been brought 
SS! forth by the out-ſtretched arm of the Almighty, even tOaſloniſhment, and wonder, Who can deny? 
Ask we the Nations of this matter and they will teſtify, and indeed the diſpenſations of the Lord 
have been as if he had ſaid, England thou art my firſt-born, my delight amongſt the Nations, under 
Jp || the whole Heavens the Lord hath not dealt fo with any of the people round about us. 
KCl TheLord having added another Link to this golden Chain of his loving kindneſs by giving us 
yy I 1 Peace with Our Neighbours the United Provinces, (whereby he hath not only ſtopped a great 
p D) iſſue of blood, but We truſt alſo given us hearts to unite Our bloud and firengrh for the mutual 
 defenceof each other )cals for great return of Thanks for the ſame. 
It is therefore rhought fit to ſet apart Tueſday, being the 23. of this preſent May, as aday for Praiſe, and for the Thank 
Acknowledgement of this bleſſing of Peace, which we hope hath inthe womb of it many other bleſſings. | 
And let us not forget our other Mercies, wasnot the Earth lately ſo unuſually parcht up, that it threatned Famin, and did 
 .-cauſe the Beaſt of the held tomourn for want of food, and water to ſuſtain it? And hath not the Lord fo watered the Earth 
. that he bath turned thoſe fears into the expectationof the greateſt plenty rhat ever was ſeen by any now living 1n this Nati 
- ..on? Conſider we alſo the way whereby the Lord imparted this mW to us, did any amongſt us, foreknow 1t was coming 
- was itnot by ftirringupour hearts to ſeek the ſame by prayer, and that immediarely before the Lord vouchſafed us this 
mercy ? And doth not this beſpeak 2 - 1. Thatthe manner of conveying this mercy is the beſt part of the mercy. 
\ 2. ThattheLord has not caſt us off , that his Sparit yet ſtrives with us, that he hath a people of his love amongſtus, and 
loves the Nation fo far as to provoke it to be in love with calling upon the Name of the Lord for beter things than Corn j 
and Wine. | | 
3- That he knows belt how and when to anſwer the expectation of the Husbandman, and when to hear, eyen the mour- 
, ningof thebrute Beaſt, who will yet much more hear the deſires of them that fear him, and that in the fitteſt ſeaſon. 
| - 4. That the Heavens having thus declared the glory of God, and the Earth anſwering thereunto in its fruitfulneſs, Wh 
\ ſhould not we be melted and ſoftned, humbling our ſelves under theſe marvellous kindneſſes, and abounding unto al 
fruitfulneſs 1n every good word and work of love; And it every place hath been made partaker of his ſhowres, Why ſhould 


"not we (laying alide our differences) be inlarged alſo each to other? | 


5. That ſeerng the Lord hath been thus univerſal in this Mercy, why ſhould we not univerſally turn from the INational 
- Tyils and vain Practices which yet are too ſuperſtitiouſly and cuſtomarily exerciſed amongſt us, which we need not repeat 
-ere, becauſe they are too welljknown, and Wetruſt will be remembred by thoſe godly Miniſters who ſhall be called to ' 
Ro unto the People n por this occaſion? Conclude we with the words of Daved, Pſalm 107. wv. 
3 30. Then they are g ad, becauſe they be quiet, ſo he bringeth them unto thetr defired Haven. 
31. O that Men would praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and for his wonderfull works to the Childrewof Men. 
32. Let them exalt him alſo inthe C ongregation of the People, and praiſe him mn the A ſſembly of the Elders. 
33. He turneth Rrvers into a Wilderneſs, and the water-fprings into dry ground. 
34. 4 fruttfull Land into barrenneſs, for the wickedneſs of them that dwell in it. 
35. He turneth the Wilderneſs into a ſtanding wate/, and dry ground mo Water-Sþrings. 
' 36. And there he maketh the bungry to dwell, that they may prepare a City for Habttatton. 
| 37. 4nd ſow the Fields, aud plant Vineyards, which may yield fruits of increaſe. 
| 38. Hebleſſeth them alſo, ſothat they are multipliedgreatly, and ſuffereth not thetr Cattel to decreaſe. 
lo, that Men would praife the Lord for his goodneſs, and for bis wonderfull works to the Children of Men. 
E--: Given at White-hall this gth, of May. 1654. 
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